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National  Interest  s Panel 

National Interests of the proposed mission extension 
The National Interests panel assessed the contributions of the 
missions  , sensors  , and  core  data  products  to  national  objectives 

Pane  l to  conve  y the  value  o  f the  missions  and  data  sets  for  “applied  
and  operational  uses”  tha  t serve  nationa  l interests  , including: 

operationa  l uses  , public  services  , business  and  economic  uses  , operationa  l uses  , public  services  , business  and  economic  uses,  
militar  y operations  , governmen  t management  , polic  y making  , 
non-governmenta  l organizations  ’ uses  , etc  . 

Essentially  , this  pane  l represented  users  o  f the  data  sets  for  primarily  
non-researc  h purposes  .  

Pane  l me  t Apri  l 28-29  , 2009 
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Panel Members 
Civil Agencies 

Tom Carty Federal Aviation Administration
 
Michael Cosh US Department of Agriculture
 
Kevin Schrab NOAA-National Weather Service
 
Al Powell NOAA-NESDIS
 
Paul DiGiacomo NOAA-CoastWatch
 

Military/Homeland Security 
Kim Richardson Naval Research Lab (Monterey)
 
Mark Zettlemoyer Air Force Weather
 
Marty Eckes Department of Homeland Security
 

States/NGOs/Private Sector 
John Lyon ASPRS 
John Musinsky Conservation International 
Bill Burgess National States Geographic Information Council 
Rick Ohlemacher AIAA & Space Enterprise Council Remote 

Sensing Working Group 
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Pane  l Members 
Observers 

Interior/US  Geological  Survey 
Federal  Aviatio  n Administration  (support  to  Panel  Member) 
National  Geospatial-Intelligence  Agency 
National  Reconnaissance  Office 

PaPanneel  Mel Memmbbeerr   CCaanncecellllaattiioonn 

U  S Environmental  Protection  Agency 
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Rationale Loss  of  data  from  Aqua  would  have  some  significant  negative  impac  t on  A  LL 
organizations  in  the  panel  . Widespread  use  of  MODIS  alone  ensures  highest  
rating;  AMSR-E  and  AIRS/AMS  U also  important  and  CERES  ’ value  recognized.  

Ratings Eight  rated  Terra  Ver  y Hi  gh; One  Hi  gh; One  Some 

Uses AMSR-E  : Numerical  w  eather predicti  on, defense  trafficability,  sea  ice,  TC  
location/structure/track;  rain  estimates   for active/global  TCs;  operational  marine  
forecasts;  wind  and  wave  conditions  over   open ocean;  

AIRS/AMSU:   Importance/utili  ty widel  y noted  but  not  all  orgs  use  the  data.   Of  
significant  importance  to  aviation  communi  ty (SO2,  volcanic  plumes);  volcanic  
as  h detection  in  Rapid  Update  Cycle  Rapid  Refresh  Model.  Also  used  in  NWP. 

MODIS  : Supports  diverse  atmospheric,  oceanic,  and  terrestrial  applications.   
“Well  received  across  the  board  in  terms  of  both  its  quali  ty and  utili  ty for  user-
driv  e applications  and  operations” 
“MODIS  data  is  most  widel  y &  broadl  y used  data  in  NOAA” 
- Ai  r Force  Weather:  Tropical  Cyclone  analysis  , dust/smoke  detection 
- USDA  : Strategic  wildland  fire  management 
- Emissivi  ty product  us  ed as  boundar  y condition  in  NOA  A GFM 
- Pol  ar winds  used  in  oper.  systems   by 11  num.  wx.  pred.  centers  in  7  countries 
- HAB  Bulletins  and  Fisheries  ecosystem  assessments 

2009  Senior  Revie  w – National  Interests 
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Rationale Loss  of  data  from  Aqua  would  have  some  significant  negative  impac  t on  A  LL 
organizations  in  the  panel  . Widespread  use  of  MODIS  along  ensures  highest  
rating;  AMSR-E  and  AIRS/AMS  U also  important  and  CERES  ’ value  recognized. 

Sensors 
MODIS Ver  y Hig  h Utility 

AMSR-E Ver  y Hig  h Utility 

AAIRSIRS//AAMMSSUU HigHigh  h UtUtilitilityy 

CERES Some  Utility 

Comments Proposal  could  have  been  much  stronger  in  terms  of  Aqua’s  contributions  to  
applications,  as  there  were  m  any areas  that  were  not  well  addressed  (e.g.,  
coastal  management,  public  heal  th, ecological  forecasting,  water  
management),  

T  he near-real  tim  e processi  ng effort   by NAS  A has  made  extremel  y useful  
contributions  to  applied  and  operational  uses 

US  DA prefers  Terra/MODIS  to  Aqua/MODIS  due  to  AM  pass  (fewer  clouds)  
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NESDIS uses for s ecial events: fires, volcanic eru tions. Use as a validation

              

            

           

          
     

             

    
   

             
    

            
  

         

              
  

           

       

Rationale Utility of data high for knowledgeable users, though most had no use currently. 

If data was more available and tasking easier, rating could be high/very high. 

Ratings Three rated EO-1 Very High/High; 4 rated Some; 4 rated Not Applic. 

Uses Some applications: Crop residue, post fire-burn severity mapping; forest 
health; tornado path identification; flooded area 

NESDIS uses for special events: fires, volcanic eruptions. Use as a validation 
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EO-1: Some Utility 

p p 
point in algorithm development projects 

USDA uses for research purposes; USFS uses data for post-fire burn severity 
mapping and assessment 

Significant contributions are no-cost-to-customer availability and on-board data 
processing 

Other Views Many panelists cited difficulty in gaining access to taskings and inability to gain 
access to data. 

Need for an operational level data stream in formats useable to customers 

Desire for increased transparency in tasking of EO-1 




















